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Wednesday, May 29 
WMS Eigth Grade Promotion Event, 

6 p.m., Winters High School – Dr. Sellers Field

Wednesdays
Eat Well Yolo Drive – Through Food Distribution, 
Wednesdays,  3:30 p.m. As supplies last, Winters 

High student parking lot, off Railroad Avenue

Thursday, May 30 
WHS Graduation Ceremony, 

7 p.m., Winters High School – Dr. Sellers Field

Thursdays
Eat Well Yolo Food Distribution,

first and third Thursdays, 10 a.m. As supplies last, 
RISE, Inc., 417 Haven St., 530-668-0690

Sunday, June 2 
Winters Farmers Market, 

9 a.m. – 1 p.m., Downtown Main Street, 
discoverwinters.com/farmers-market

Tuesday, June 4
Winters City Council Meeting, 

6:30 p.m., Council chamber (318 First St.),  
Zoom Meeting info, check www.cityofwinters.org/

city-council-meetings_/

Upcoming Events
Thursday, June 6

Winters JUSD School Board Meeting,  
6 p.m., City Hall Council Chambers (318 First St.), 

Zoom Meeting info, check 
https://wintersjusd.diligent.community

Library Services
Winters Library Public Hours (School in Session), 
Mon/Wed: 8 a.m.–6 p.m., Tue/Thu: 8 a.m.–8 p.m.,  
Fri: 8 a.m.–5 p.m. , Sat: 1–5 p.m.
Teen Tuesday (ages 12-18), Second Tuesdays, 2 p.m., 
Winters Community Library
Bilingual Storytime (ages 0-5), Wednesdays, 10:30 
a.m., Winters Community Library
Virtual English Conversation Group, Tuesdays, 
2-3 p.m., One time registration required: Contact 
Nancy Pacheco 530-666-8019 or nancy.pacheco@
yolocounty.org
Mangonada Monday (ages 6-12), fourth Monday, 3:30 
p.m.
Tech Thursdays, Thursdays, 2-7:30 p.m., call 530-666-
8005 to schedule an appointment. Bilingual sessions 
available upon request.
Saturday Matinee, First Saturday, 2 p.m., Winters 
Community Library
All You Need is Love Romance Book Club, Second 
Saturday, 4 p.m., Hooby’s Brewing

Older Adult Programs
Winters Senior Foundation Chair Yoga Class for 
Seniors, Wednesdays, 9:30-11 a.m., St. Anthony Parish 
Hall (511 W. Main St.)
Winters Senior Foundation Social Gathering, 
Thurdays, 1-3:30 p.m., St. Anthony Parish Hall (511 W. 
Main St.)

Ongoing
Winters Friends of the Library meeting, first Monday, 
7 p.m., Winters Community Library, Margaret Parsons 
Room, wfol.org
Winters Fortnightly meeting, second Tuesdays, 
1 p.m., St. Anthony Parish Hall (511 W. Main St.)
Rotary Club of Winters meeting, Thursdays, Noon,  
The Buckhorn
Winters Museum public hours, Thursday thru Sunday, 
1-5 p.m., 13 Russell St.
Winters Open Mic, third Thurs-
day of the month ( January thru March),  
6 p.m. (sign-ups begin at 5:30 p.m.), Winters Opera 
House, 13 Main St.
Kiwanis Club of Winters meeting, fourth Wednesday, 
6 p.m., Turkovich Family Wines - Boss Lounge,  
kiwanisclubofwinters@gmail.com
Democracy Winters meeting, third Saturdays, 10 a.m.-
Noon, Meeting details in newsletter,  contact info@
democracywinters.org
Walking Meditation, third Sunday, 8:30 to 9:30 a.m., 
Meet behind the Winters Community Center, 201 Rail-
road Ave.
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings:

 » St. Anthony Parish Hall, 511 Main St. (back 
entrance) Tuesdays, 7-8 a.m. and Fridays, 7-8 a.m. 

 » Yolo Housing office building, 62 Shams Way: 
Thursdays, 7-8 p.m. and Sundays, 9 a.m.
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By Amelia Biscardi
Express staff writer

With bright 
colors and 
familiar land-

marks, a mural proj-
ect at Waggoner El-
ementary School is 
in what should be its 
final week of being 
completed. The mural 
represents important 
parts of Winters. More 
than 100 students from 
elementary school 
and high school have 
worked together to 
create these colorful 
images.

The mural is a col-
laboration between 
Winters Joint Uni-
fied School District, 
Winters Participation 
Gallery and The Spirit 
of Winters Committee.

With an elephant, a 
rainbow representing 
Putah Creek, the Win-
ters gazebo, the water 
tower and more, el-
ementary students’ 
voices are shown 
alongside the build-
ing.

To create the de-
sign, students read a 
book, “My Papi Has a 
Motorcycle,” and from 
there wrote or drew 
what they loved about 
Winters. Jill Aguiar, 

Expanding Learning 
Opportunity Program 
coordinator and Liz 
Coman, Career and 
College coordinator, 
tallied up the respons-
es to find the trends.

Winters High School 
students were hired 
by the school district 
to create sketches 
and presented them 
to stake holders at 
Winters JUSD and the 
Spirit of Winters Com-
mittee on March 7.

The WHS are also 
working alongside 
the younger students 
to  help complete the 
mural. These stu-
dents took a field trip 
to Waggoner to get 
inspiration from the 
grounds.

Once the design 
was approved, 
it was time to 

get the elementary 
students involved, but 
not without a couple 
of small hurdles.

Muralist Jamie Mon-
tiel said the younger  
students hadn’t had 
art classes just yet, as 
well most of them only 
had an attention span 
of 5 to 20 minutes, 
usually depending on 
their age.

“One of the things 
we’re actually going 
over is some of the 
lines because we told 
them just try to paint 
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Students capture local spirit in mural
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Winters High School students are teaming up with elementary-aged students to provide 
support, guidance and to cheer them on in their creative endeaver on the project.

By Angela Underwood
Express correspondent

When you Goo-
gle “Best Ho-
tel in Yolo 

County, California,” 
Hotel Winters is the 
top listing.

Hotel Winters is offi-
cially recognized as a 
2024 Tripadvisor Trav-
elers’ Choice Award 
recipient. General 
Manager Guysell Get-
er details the moment 
he found out through 
his email inbox.

“I was just thrilled,” 
Geter said, adding the 
notable award goes 
beyond just being a 
top spot. “It’s not only 
good just for Hotel 
Winters, but it’s good 
for Winters to be put 
on a map as a top 10 
percent hotel in the 
world is awesome.”

VisitYolo.com Exec-
utive Director Terry 
Selk said the Tripad-
visor award “reinforc-
es and elevates aware-
ness of the caliber and 
quality of the desti-
nation stay by having 
Hotel Winters recog-
nized for (its) product 
experience.”

That product expe-
rience includes the 
ZenTerra and Eight 
Six Zero Salons on 
site and Kristine 
Provenza’s fine art of 
Northern California 
rolling hills in each 
oversized room, which 
offers bathrobes and 
slippers. Not to men-
tion the clawfoot tubs, 
living rooms and ex-
ecutive desks in re-

spective rooms. Hotel 
Winters is so lush that 
couples come from far 
and wide to wed on the 
grounds.

“Winters has ex-
celled due to (its) in-
novativeness, creativ-
ity, and hospitality 
— which continually 
creates an excellent 
customer experi-
ence,” Selk said.

Consistently high 
reviews gained the lo-
cal resort high ratings 
from the user-generat-
ed content, according 
to the website, report-
ing “Tripadvisor gives 
a Travelers’ Choice 
award to accommoda-

tions, attractions, and 
restaurants that con-
sistently earn great 
reviews from travel-
ers and are ranked 
within the top 10 per-
cent of properties on 
Tripadvisor.”

Selk said that 
when you associ-
ate a hotel prod-

uct at a distinguishing 
level, it helps elevate 
the recognition of the 
whole town as a desti-
nation experience.

“Visitors seek the 
whole destination ex-
perience, which in-
cludes where to stay 
and the experiences 
and things to do that 

the visitor can partake 
in,” Selk said. “This is 
a huge win for Hotel 
Winters, the city of 
Winters, and the coun-
ty of Yolo.”

Long before the na-
tional accolade and 
the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Geter worked 
with Selk when open-
ing Hotel Winters in 
2019, holding job fairs 
and events introduc-
ing the community to 
the new contemporary 
resort.

“People were so ex-
cited about working, 
and in March of 2020,  

See AWARD, Page 6

Hotel Winters receives Travelers’ Choice Award
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Despite a rough start due to the pandemic, Hotel Winters has earned a spot in the top 
10 percent of hotels worldwide on TripAdvisor.com.

The newest student-designed mural can be viewed along Grant Avenue on the side or a portable unit at Waggoner 
Elementary School. This details the status of the mural as of Wednesday, May 22.

See MURAL, Page 5



I had to close the hotel 
for three months and 
lay everyone off and 
furlough people,” Get-
er said, adding rather 
than let the pandem-
ic push down a local 
dream, the region rose 
to the occasion. 

“Yolo County real-
ly helped me to stay 
strong, and I’m not a 
quitter, and I just re-
ally am passionate 
about the vision and 
making Yolo County 
and Winter a destina-
tion,” Geter said.

Returning from a 
pandemic that thrives 
on germs made many 
hotels appear haz-
ardous to the gener-
al public, especially 
regarding “human 
interactions,” accord-
ing to Geter, resuming 
physical relation-
ships among staff and 
guests did not come 
overnight.

“People are now ad-
justing to pre-COVID 
expectations since 
there were so many 
changes,” Geter said. 
“We have to adjust 
back to the smiling 
and having human 
contact, which is what 
people expect in hos-
pitality.”

The general manag-
er said pre-pandemic 
pleasures are more 
evident. Geter said he 
“can see the staff and 
people just enjoying 

themselves like we 
used to” before honor-
ing the Hotel Winters 
team for their part in 
the award.

“We have an excel-
lent services team, 
an excellent house-
keeping team, and, of 
course, a leading man-
agement team,” Geter 
said. “But to have a 
team that really deliv-
ers the experience is 
highly important for 
our sales team, which 
sells the property to 
the operations team.”

According to Get-
er, the team’s local 
vibe definitely trans-
fers to the award, as 
many team members 
live in Winters and 

Yolo County. Selk also 
credits the hospitality 
team for their excel-
lence, congratulating 
“everyone on the Ho-
tel Winters team that 
makes it such a wel-
coming and unique 
experience for locals 
and visitors alike.”

“There’s always 
room for growth — we 
always have areas of 
opportunity,” Geter 
said. “It’s really main-
taining a high expec-
tation and keeping a 
high standard while 
being consistent, and 
if we maintain a high 
standard in guest 
expectations, we’ll 
continue to win the 
awards.”

Winters
SHOP LOCAL

Supp�t these local 
businesses, like y�r 
t
n depends � it.

“The Extra
Service Store”

Everything in Hardware

35 Main Street
Winters

(530) 795-3368

The right agent 
makes all the difference

in the world.®

Sandy Vickrey
7 East Main Street 

Suite C
Winters, CA 95694

530.681.8939Camelot Winters, Inc.

Corner of Railroad & Main

(530) 795-4503
Reservation Recommended
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Special to the Express

Art aficionados and 
enthusiasts are in for 
a treat. A new commu-
nity event featuring 
local and regional art-
ists has come to town.

The Winters Down-
town Business Associ-
ation is collaborating 
with local businesses 
to create the Winters 
Wine and Art Stroll. 
The artistic communi-
ty event features art, 
art demos, and artist 
meet and greets on 
the second Saturday 
of each month, May 
through October, from 
2 to 6 p.m.

Lynda Hinds, Yolo 
365 Tours and Tast-
ings owner/operator 
and one of the event 
coordinators said the 

“Winters’ business 
community has al-
ways been passionate 
about supporting the 
arts both visual and 
performance.” And 
the art isn’t limited to 
mixed-medias on can-
vas.

With the Winters 
Theatre Company’s 
move to the Historic 
Winters Opera House, 
an opportunity to 
bring the arts center 
state downtown is 
within reach with a 
lineup of theatrical 
and musical perfor-
mances.

Winters Open Mic 
utilizes the Opera 
House stage season-
ally and performs on 
Main Street through-
out the summer 

months, giving locals 
and visitors a chance 
to perform.

Additionally, the 
music series in the 
Park plays during the 
summer and the Win-

ters History Murals 
around town are ad-
ditional examples of 
art flourishing in the 
community.

“Art inspires peo-
ple and inspired peo-

ple are what make our 
community so spe-
cial,” Hinds said.

The First Street 
Studio Art Gallery 
will continue hosting 
art classes and work-
shops, and other local 
businesses have also 
begun to offer musical 
and art-related work-
shops.

“The goal of the 
monthly Art Stroll 
is to allow visitors to 
connect to the art and 
interact directly with 
the artist and their 
work,” Hinds said. 
“Many of the locations 
will feature different 
artists monthly. Art 
will be for sale in par-
ticipating locations.”

“In the Gallery we 
find visitors are drawn 

to the scenes of Yolo 
County that reflect 
the picturesque and 
unique atmosphere of 
our area,” artist Marti 
Walker added.

The art stroll will 
feature 8 to 10 busi-
nesses – many of those 
locations will offer an 
art stroll wine special 
or drink special. 

The Participating 
art locations will dis-
play a white Art Stroll 
flag out in front of 
their business. Post-
cards listing the par-
ticipating art stroll lo-
cations are available 
in the Winters Visitors 
Center 13 Main St.; 
Berryessa Gap Tast-
ing Room, 15 Main St. 
or The Winters Collec-
tive, 41 Main St.

Community event puts art in the spotlight
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TripAdvisor reviewers rave about Hotel Winters’ lush 
rooms — including clawfoot tubs — to on-site servicers 
like ZenTerra Spa and the Eight Six Zero salon.
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Almost anything 
is considered food 
and favorites change 
with the seasons. 
When the demands 
of a young family are 
at their peak during 
spring and summer, 
favorite meals in-
clude protein-rich in-
sects, small animals 
such as lizards, other 
nestling birds and ju-
venile mice and voles 
along with fruits and 
nuts. In fact, adult 
scrub jays have been 
observed following 
other birds and then 
raiding their nests. 
Acorns are always a 
favorite and jays will 
hold them with their 
feet and hammer at 
them with their bills 
using the hooked tip 
to extract the nut 
from the shell. They 
will also drop them 
from up high hoping 
the impact will crack 
them and they’ve 
been observed wedg-
ing them in places to 
peck at them. They 
will also pillage cul-
tivated crops like 
corn, almonds, wal-
nuts, and fruit when 
available. If you have 
bird feeders you have 
probably noticed Cal-
ifornia Scrub-Jays 
can be bullies and 
outcompete larger 
birds like crows over 
their love of sunflow-

er seeds and peanuts. 
The jays that visit 
me always beat the 
crows to the peanuts 
and when there’s a 
lot to pick from, they 
weigh each peanut 
and make off with the 
heavier ones - glut-
tons. Crows, on the 
other hand, can fit 
two peanuts in their 
beaks each trip so I’m 
not sure who the real 
winner is. 

California Scrub-
Jays are masters at 
hoarding and stash-
ing food. They are 
known as “planters 
of acorns” because 
they collect and 
stash them by the 
thousands and then 
don’t always return 
to collect them. If 
they were hidden 
in a suitable place 
those acorns may 
sprout and produce 
additional oak trees. 
California Scrub-
Jays are also sly and 
often shoplift from 
other jays or Acorn 
Woodpeckers’ stock-
piles. These shifty 
birds have even been 
seen checking over 
their shoulders be-
fore raiding another 
bird’s inventory. Cal-
ifornia Scrub-Jays, 
with their big brains, 
also have the cogni-
tive ability to plan 
ahead (metacogni-
tion). They carefully 
choose where to hide 
their food hoard and 
then later, with their 

highly accurate and 
complex memories, 
recall where they put 
it. They also check to 
make sure they aren’t 
being watched by 
other crafty jays be-
fore retrieving their 
emporium, so they 
don’t get swindled 
themselves. They’ve 
even been observed 
hiding rocks instead 
of food in order to dis-
courage others from 
pirating from them 
and they will relo-
cate their storehouse 
if it is discovered.

The California 
Scrub-Jays in my 
neighborhood have 
grown to know me 
and fully expect to be 
recognized and ac-
knowledged. When 
my garage door goes 
up, they frantically 
squawk at me from 
across the street in 
case I might forget 
that they’re wait-
ing. As soon as I put 
the peanuts down, 
they call to others 
with trills and clicks 
and swoop in with 
speed and accuracy. 
They’re some of my 
favorite neighbors. 

—Kristie Ehrhardt 
is Tuleyome’s Land 
Conservation and 
Stewardship Program 
Director. Tuleyome is 
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
conservation organi-
zation based in Wood-
land, California. For 
more information visit 
www.tuleyome.org.

JAYS
Continued from Page 5

White Art Stroll flags mark which businesses are 
participating in the monthly art stroll community event.


	05292024WintersA1-cmyk
	05292024WintersA2-cmyk
	05292024WintersA3
	05292024WintersA5-cmyk
	05292024WintersA6-cmyk
	05292024WintersB1-cmyk
	05292024WintersB2-cmyk
	05292024WintersB3
	05292024WintersB4
	05292024WintersB5-cmyk
	05292024WintersB6-cmyk



